
UNITED LEARNING BOARDING
A home-from-home in the English countryside



Our five co-educational Boarding Schools are situated in quintessential English 
towns, surrounded by beautiful countryside and the wonders of nature but within 
easy access to major transport links. 

Each school has a long history of welcoming international Boarders, as well as 
expat families and pupils from across the UK and locally.

Our schools celebrate the diverse perspectives our international students bring, 
whilst retaining the warm, familial atmosphere of a traditional British Boarding 
School. 

We offer outstanding pastoral care, creating a home-from-home for the boys and 
girls that board with us. 

For young people – whatever their interests or talents – boarding at a United 
Learning school provides abundant opportunities without compromising on an 
excellent academic education.

And, on leaving our schools, our pupils move onto top, international universities 
and global careers.

UNITED LEARNING BOARDING
A home-from-home in the English countryside



British Boarding Schools are globally renowned as the international standard for 
exceptional education – and with good reason; rigorous academic expectations, 
a rich offering of opportunities and fantastic facilities are the key ingredients for 
a perfectly well-rounded school experience.

Developed over centuries, perfected through expertise, no other country can 
match Britain’s reputation for outstanding Boarding Schools. Whilst many other 
countries have copied the British model, none have surpassed the real thing.

United Learning is a group of schools that aims to provide excellent education to 
children and young people across the world. We make it our mission to bring out 
‘the best in everyone’ – students, staff, parents and the wider communities we 
serve.

Our five Boarding Schools – Ashford, Embley, Lincoln Minster, Princess Helena 
and The Royal – combine tradition, academic rigour and state-of-the-art technol-
ogy to ensure our pupils begin their young adult lives fully prepared for success.

A GREAT BRITISH BOARDING  
EDUCATION
A globally recognised sign of success...



In unprecedented times, parents want 
certainty in the investment they make in 
their children’s education.

Every sector of the global economy is suffering through COVID-19. 
Education is no exception and many standalone independent schools will be 
forced into closure due to the impact of the pandemic.
Now, more than ever, parents want their children to be at schools that are best 
prepared to handle the continued uncertainty and which are financially able to 
weather the storm.

Our Boarding Schools are ideally placed – both financially and educationally – to 
not only survive but also grow, through:

 � Financial security

 � Flexibility to handle challenge

 � Investment in education

 � Facilities that give Boarders everything they could want and need

 � Education and Technology in partnership

Financial security 

United Learning runs 14 successful Independent Schools across England, of which 5 
are Boarding Schools. Over the past 3 years we have invested £3.5 million in these 
Boarding Schools.

We are a growing group of schools. Each year, we are inundated by schools  
looking to join us. But we are very strict about how we manage our growth and only 
take on schools that we are confident will enhance our Group.

Each school has a carefully-managed capital investment plan so that buildings and 
resources remain refreshed, renewed and developed for the needs of the school.

As a registered UK charity, all our income is returned to running our schools. We do 
not have shareholders to pay dividends to or investors to serve.

Each of our schools is supported by our central teams with national and  
international expertise in finance, HR, technology, safeguarding, estates and  
marketing.



Flexibility to handle challenge 

As one of the UK’s largest charities, we have the scope and scale to handle  
external challenges such as COVID-19. 

Our response to the outbreak has been to:
 � Provide a bespoke online education for all pupils at our schools including   
live lessons;

 � Retain the close connection between teachers and pupils;

 � Utilise the most secure and highest-quality technological tools for learning;

 � Remove all boarding and nursery fees for the summer term;

 � Introduce discounts of up to 30% for summer term fees;

 � Create a £4m COVID-19 Hardship Fund to assist families with financial 
difficulties caused by the pandemic, to keep their children at our schools.

Investment in education 

Running 80 state and independent schools in the UK, United Learning provides 
an unparalleled wealth of educational expertise and support to its schools.

From our teacher training programme to continuous professional development for 
staff and our panel of Subject Advisors assisting each school with perfecting its 
curriculum, we provide more day-to-day and longer-term support to our schools 
than any other UK schools group can achieve.

Across the Group, we have subject experts, curriculum experts, trained school 
inspectors, qualifications experts and a highly-experienced team of leaders  
mentoring and supporting staff across our schools. 

Our advisors are subject specialists who work directly with Heads of Departments 
in our schools. They are ultimately responsible for improving outcomes in their 
subject by ensuring that pupils follow a challenging and enjoyable curriculum 
throughout their time with us. They are passionate advocates for their subject and 
know first-hand the importance of responsive teaching and learning and precise 
assessment, underpinned by deep subject knowledge.



Education and Technology in partnership

Technology underpins the online teaching and learning environment in our schools 
and is robust, secure and sustainable for the future. 

United Learning provides technical support and training for our teachers and 
we are constantly developing new and improved technology to ensure we can  
maintain the quality of our online digital platform.

Our experts research new technology to ensure our schools are offering quality 
internet provisions, hardware and appropriate software, designed to keep our 
students safe and secure online.

All staff have access to our Curriculum Website which provides online resources 
which teachers can use to help plan their lessons and share best practice.

Facilities that give Boarders everything they could want and need

Each of our Boarding Schools has the facilities and resources to fill the lives of 
those living there seven days a week. 

With activities, family meals and all the home comforts they would expect, our 
Boarders are able to study and relax amongst their friends and not miss out on 
anything that day pupils can do at home. 

With a strong pastoral structure that ensures each Boarder feels very much at 
home, we provide the appropriate balance between oversight and freedom that 
gives each Boarder the ability to grow and develop as all young people should.



As the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic was felt across the world, we ensured 
all our boarding pupils were well looked after; treating them as we would our 
own children.

For those who wanted to go home, we made sure they made their flights – even 
during the disruption to global travel.

For those who wanted to stay, we kept open our Boarding Houses until they were 
empty and ensured Guardians were well prepared for a homestay.

Each of our Boarders, wherever they are in the world, continues to enjoy their 
daily learning with us via our online home learning curricula. Joining their  
classmates, engaging with their teachers, having lessons in real time (or recorded, 
depending on time zone) and always at the forefront of our minds.

And, as the global pandemic eases, we are ready to welcome them back to their 
home from home.

NEVER BEFORE HAS
in loco parentis

BEEN SO IMPORTANT



Whichever of our five Boarding Schools parents choose for their child, they can 
be assured that they are entrusting them to a charity that is financially stable and 
expert in education.

Our commitment to our pupils’ education is matched only by our commitment to 
their welfare, pastoral support and enjoyment of their time at school.

Over the past 135 years we have developed and run a family of independent 
schools that have given generation after generation of pupils an excellent start 
to their adult lives.

And now, as we look ahead to our next 135 years, we are confident and secure 
that whatever future generations of pupils need and wherever they are from, our 
schools will give them an outstanding boarding education.

STABILITY, CONSISTENCY AND AN 
EXCELLENT EDUCATION

Ashford School 
ashfordschool.co.uk

The Royal School
royal-school.org

VISIT OUR SCHOOL WEBSITES FOR FURTHER 
INFORMATION

Princess Helena College
phchitchin.com

Lincoln Minister School
lincolnminsterschool.co.uk

Embley School
embley.org.uk




